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November 4, 2018 – 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mark 12:8-34 

 

Our parish recently sponsored a newcomers’ night that featured great food, warm 

hospitality and a Catholic Trivia Quiz. Name four of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Who was the first bishop of the United States? And what was the first parish in the 

world to be named after St. John Paul II? (The answer to that last question was none 

other than ours!) While Trivial Pursuit does not have the popularity it once enjoyed, most 

enjoy being tested about statistics and who won this or that.  

 

Today’s gospel pits the scribes against Jesus in a contest of sorts. They asked Jesus to 

name the first of God’s commandments. Jesus not only answered it correctly but added to 

his response the naming of the second commandment. Jesus knew his religion! 

 

When Mark composed his gospel, he was clearly intent on including the major events of the 

life of Jesus that were valued in the early church. The account of his mentioning the two 

great commandments was included. It was a central part of the message and life of Jesus.  

 

Sometimes people claim that contemporary Catholicism is “watered down” with all this talk 

about love. Too sentimental, they say. Wishy-washy. All this love talk can make the 

demands of Jesus seem easy, even trivial, they claim. Of course, some aspects of 

contemporary culture do paint a rather syrupy and emotional description of love. Love can 

mean just a good feeling.   

 

But what does the gospel say about love? For starters, there is the passage that says that 

love means that you give up your life for another. Or when Jesus is asked about love of 

neighbor, he tells the story of the Good Samaritan. And don’t forget Jesus saying that the 

Good Shepherd is described as giving his life for his sheep. Is that wishy-washy?  

 

When Jesus mentions the importance of love in the two great commandments, he is 

expressing the most challenging demands of the gospel. They summarize his whole life. 

Genuine love of God and neighbor is difficult. As the first commandment notes, loving God 

calls for the response of our whole heart, soul, mind and body. Truly loving our neighbour, 

especially those we live with and meet every day, requires our loving efforts (not just 

feelings) day after day. Placing the commandments of love central to our religious faith 

does not make life easier. It’s the hardest thing we will ever do.       

 

David M. Thomas, PhD 

 



The Nazareth Page 

A gospel meditation for the home 
November 11, 2018 – 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mark 10:38-44 
 
Today, Jesus offers us a lesson in economics and “the cost of living.” It contains a 

powerful and important message.  Let’s “follow the money,” as is sometimes said today.  

 

We’ll begin here with a thought about how we calculate the cost or value of anything. 

According to today’s gospel about “the poor widow,” there are two ways to think about 

money.  

 

First, there is what we might call “objective accounting.” That’s simply a matter of dollars 

and cents. It’s the “sticker price” of anything or what’s noted on the price tag. This also 

refers to the amount that people have in their bank accounts. Or retirement savings. 

When the ten richest people in the world are listed, someone adds up their assets from 

the land they own, the gold in their vaults, the current market value of their stocks and 

bonds, and so forth. A figure is arrived at which shows their “net worth.”  

 

The second kind of economic calculation is more personal, more subjective. To more fully 

appreciate the message of Jesus here, it’s helpful to know a little about the place of 

money in the Near East culture when Jesus lived there two-thousand years ago. 

 

First, it was unusual for women to have any money. Men were in charge of most everything, 

including the family’s wealth. It would be unusual for women to own property or even have 

money in their own name. Women couldn’t vote or hold public office. The woman in the 

gospel story was a widow which meant she was “on her own.” She lost the economic support 

of her husband when he died. So, she was poor in two ways. She had no husband to support 

her and she was a woman. In our language, she had two strikes against her.  

 

Jesus said that she contributed to the Temple’s treasure “two small coins.” Hardly 

anything, in the objective order described above. But Jesus adds that those coins were all 

the money she had. She gave it all to God. From God’s perspective, her gift was 

immeasurable. Could any of us do that? 

 

Jesus invites us to a new kind of freedom and we can add that it does not equate with the 

values of our world. Many commercials from financial institutions promise freedom and 

happiness when you have enough money. How much? Probably, never enough, from their 

perspective. Jesus invites his followers, however, to a deeper kind of freedom and 

happiness. How much will that cost? Ask “the poor widow.”          

David M. Thomas, PhD     
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November 18, 2018 – 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Mark 13:24-32 
 

Today’s gospel offers a dramatic description of how the world will end. It’s not written by 

an historian or a scientist. It is created by the imagination of Jesus who used stirring 

images well-known in his time. Those who questioned Jesus about this were not concerned 

with “how” this ending would happen, but rather, “when” it would it happen.  

 

Reading this gospel carefully, we are given the impression that Jesus himself didn’t know. 

Only God did. This is a reminder that the human Jesus had limited knowledge. If he didn’t 

experience our limitations, he would not be human. Yes, he was also divine, but that did not 

take anything away from his human nature. Still, what he says about “the end” is important.  

 

First of all, he is clear that God is in charge. When the end comes (for us individually and 

for humanity as we know it) it will be God’s doing. And yes, there will be an end. At least to 

this life. Quoting from the gospel, heaven and earth (this refers to “the heavens” or the 

space above us - not heaven where God is) will come to an end. How will that happen? We 

don’t know. Only God does. We can create imaginative scenarios, like the one Jesus used 

borrowing from popular descriptions of his time. But those details are simply imaginative. 

And not to be read as literal. They also can be read for their symbolic meaning. Writers of 

current science fiction use parts of these descriptions in their writings.  

 

Note especially this passage: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away.” Jesus is leading us to think of “timelessness” or of those matters that will never 

come to an end. When we hear and accept God’s authentic word to us, we are given an 

understanding of ourselves (and everything else) that will never be old or change or cease 

to be meaningful – even after everything else passes away.  

 

The words or message of God is for our comfort and support. They are not given to cause 

us to be afraid or fearful. The most common expression of comfort in the gospels is “do 

not be afraid.”  We may think that we are in danger because of various human difficulties 

and tragedies. But God is there, offering us strength and hope.  

 

But in the end, we are to trust in God’s love and deep compassion and mercy for us. God will 

never change. Nor will God destroy us. That’s not in God’s game plan. Rather God’s plan is 

an expression, a manifestation of God’s love. It is a message for us in our family life and in 

all the ways we relate to each other. The end will be a wonderful expression of God’s deep 

love for us. Not even our enemies will escape God’s mercy and forgiveness.          

David M. Thomas, PhD 



The Nazareth Page 

A gospel meditation for the home 
November 25, 2018 – Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

John 18:33-37 
 

Each church year concludes with an important feast day in honor of Jesus Christ who is 

presented to us in our revised liturgy as: King of the Universe. This description is a bit of 

a mixed metaphor because “kings” are part of life here on earth. And the earth is but a 

small part of the universe, as we know it today. But we can overlook this as we reflect on 

the deeper meaning that the church intends with this new descriptive language about 

Jesus.  

 

The gospel text recounts Jesus’ meeting with Pontius Pilate after Pilate had been informed 

that some people are calling Jesus a king. This concerned Pilate because he was placed in 

charge of this part of the Roman Empire and the Romans “dethroned” all local kings. Only 

the Romans ruled.  

 

Pilate was, no doubt, relieved to learn from Jesus that his kingdom was not “of this world.” 

That meant the realm of Christ was not rooted in sources present only in this world. That’s 

because the rule of Jesus came directly from God and God was the One who rules over 

everything and everyone and everywhere. This truth would likely fly over the head of 

Pilate. He only knew of “this world.”  

 

In recent years Catholic theologians have begun to describe Jesus as “the Cosmic Christ.” 

This is a powerful way of understanding Jesus Christ. Because of his divine nature, along 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, Christ is the source of the existence of the universe.  

 

The entire universe has God as its primary cause. In the creed said during the Eucharist, 

we address God, Father, Son and Spirit, “through whom all things were made, visible and 

invisible.” Note the mention of “all things.” Everything that exists on Earth and throughout 

the created universe, even the smallest atomic particle, can be traced back to God’s initial 

act of creation. And when we focus our attention on our small planet, the place where God 

became human in Christ Jesus, where the Word became flesh, we connect with Jesus 

Christ, “the King of the Universe,” whose “reign” exists right now! 

 

One of the truly great blessings of our time is the discovery of the vastness of the 

universe with its billions of stars and planets. It all has come into existence because God 

loves. It is the nature of love to share life with others. That has been done by God who is 

not only the deep source of our own personal existence, but that of the whole universe. 

Great and mighty is our God.     

David M. Thomas, PhD  


